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BIG OMICRON AND BIG OMEGA AND BIG THETA

Donald E. Knuth
Computer Science Department
Stanford University
Stanford, California 94305

Well, T think I have beat this issue to death, knowing of no other
arguments pro or con the introduction of (3 and ® . On the basis of the
issues discussed here, I propose that members of SIGACT, and editors of
computer science and mathematics journals, adopt the O, Q, and @
notations as defined above, unless a better alternative can be found
reasonably soon. Furthermore I propose that the relational notations of

Hardy be adopted in those situations where a relational notation is more

appropriate.
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